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Our Intent

This policy ensures:

● That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them a wide range
of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life.

● Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes at least
good progress and that no child gets left behind.

● Close partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers.
● Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and

anti-discriminatory practice.

Legislation

This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the Early Years
Foundation  Stage (EYFS) that applies from September 2021. The framework covers the
education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

Curriculum

Class 1 is the early years foundation setting at Ardleigh St Mary’s C of E Primary School. It
follows the curriculum as outlined in the latest version of the EYFS statutory framework,
which became compulsory from September 2021.

The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development that are equally
important and inter connected. However, three areas known as the prime areas are seen as
particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building
children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.

The prime areas are:

● Communication and language
● Physical development
● Personal, social and emotional development

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas.

The specific areas are:

● Literacy
● Mathematics
● Understanding the world
● Expressive arts and design

Woven throughout the EYFS curriculum are the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and
Learning:

● playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a
go’.

● active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter
difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

● creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make
links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things

These elements underpin how we as practitioners reflect on each child’s development and
adjust practice accordingly.
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At Ardleigh St. Mary’s, we use Development Matters and Birth to 5 Matters, which both provide
non-statutory curriculum guidance for the EYFS. They provide an overall view of how children
develop and learn. They guide, but do not replace, practitioner’s professional judgement. As
emphasised in both documents, children develop at their own rates, and in their own ways. The
development statements and their order should not be taken as necessary steps for individual
children, they should not be used as checklists.

Planning

We plan activities and experiences that enable children to develop and learn effectively, giving
them the opportunities to grow and to demonstrate their progress against the EYFS Framework’s
17 Early Learning Goals. In order to do this, we combine the above guidance with the
Cornerstones Curriculum, focusing on a variety of topics each term which cover all areas of the
EYFS framework. This way of planning is in line with our whole school approach, to maintain
progression across the year groups. Our carefully planned curriculum strives to enable our
children to achieve the expected Early Learning Goals by the end of the EYFS, however, we
recognise that a few may not, due their individual needs and circumstances.

We take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in
our care and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child
may have a special educational need or disability, we consider whether specialist support is
required, linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate. In planning and
guiding children’s activities, we reflect on the different ways that children learn and include these
in our practice.

In using a range of approaches, we provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make
appropriate interventions, and extend and develop the children's play, talk or other means of
communication.

Generally, we take a ‘play-based’ approach to our curriculum, which provides rich and varied
opportunities, with activities that include ‘small world’ play, using toys and models which
replicate real life activities, and role play, involving areas inside and outside the classroom which
simulate real life situations and provide opportunities for dressing up and pretending.

We place a strong emphasis on speaking and listening, seeking every opportunity to talk with children
about their learning. We listen and respond to them, ensuring that our children take part in activities
that build on and extend their interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional
abilities. This is further promoted in planned opportunities for our children to consolidate their learning
through them communicating and talking about their learning, building towards developing a greater
sense of independence, curiosity and self-management.

In planning support for learning, we carefully consider appropriate and accessible spaces,
individualised approaches, facilities and equipment, both indoors and outdoors, through;

● identifying the need for support, through observations, analysis of children's progress and
future learning needs, which are regularly shared with parents and carers;

● the good relationships between our school and the other settings in which the children have
been learning before joining our school;

● the regular identification of training needs for all adults working with our Foundation Stage
children.
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The features of effective teaching and learning in our school are described in our policy on
Teaching and Learning. They apply to teaching and learning in the EYFS just as much as they do
to the teaching and learning in Key Stage 1 or 2.

Play in the EYFS

Through play, children explore and develop the learning experiences that help them make sense of the
world. They practise and build up their ideas, model real life, learn how to exercise self-control, and
begin to understand the need for social rules, such as turn-taking. They have the opportunity to think
creatively both alongside other children and on their own. Crucially, they communicate with others as
they investigate and solve problems. They express fears, or re-live anxious experiences, in controlled
and safe situations.

Play-based learning will include ‘small world’ activities, role play and pretending, and activities
planned to develop fine and gross motor skills, including ‘building  and making’ activities, using large
apparatus and vehicles, and participating in physical games.

Play-based activities are planned by the class teacher and early years practitioners and all staff
encourage the children to experiment with and choose the play-based learning activities they want to
engage with. We believe that this encourages independent learning. Teachers ensure, however, that
over time, each child experiences a sufficient range of activities to enable them to progress towards all
the Early Learning Goals.

Resources

Teaching staff plan a richly resourced learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that

encourages a positive attitude to learning. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the

community that the children come from and the wider world. Each area of learning and development is

implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated

activities. We respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development

through warm, positive interaction. As children grow older, and as their development allows, the

balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal

learning, in readiness for Key Stage 1.

Assessment

Throughout their time in the Foundation Stage, children partake in an ambitious curriculum which is
designed in a sequential way to ensure progress towards the end of reception goals. These goals are
defined as Early Learning Goals (ELGs). At the end of the EYFS, practitioners complete the EYFS
profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 Early Learning Goals, indicating whether
they are:

Expected - meeting expected levels of development.
Emerging - not yet reaching expected levels of development.

The EYFS profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or carers. The end
of Foundation year judgements are then shared with parents and/or carers and year 1 teachers, using
our own End of Reception Report.
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Each EYFS profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters and Birth to 5 Matters
Guidance) and in partnership with our other schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements.
EYFS profile data is submitted to the Education Team and local authority in the Summer Term.

As well as assessment at the end of the Foundation Stage, assessment is conducted termly in our
school, against the EYFS Framework’s Early Learning Goals. The Framework judges progress against
the ELGs as either Emerging or Expected. To ensure assessment more effectively leads to planning
for progression, we have divided the judgements into three sublevels; For Emerging, these are EM-
EM EM+ and for Expected these are EX- EX EX+. The class teacher makes judgements, using these
sublevels, against each of the 17 ELGs.

At Ardleigh St Mary’s, ongoing assessment throughout the year is a meaningful and integral part of
our learning, development and planning process. Staff observe pupils to identify their level of
achievement, interests and engagement. These observations are used to shape future planning. Staff
also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers.
We use the Tapestry app to share children’s learning between school and home, and as a tool to
assist ongoing assessment of needs. This enables us to monitor progression and highlights which
children need extra provision.

In addition to the above, Phonics progress is assessed at least half termly and, within the first 6
weeks of a child joining our school in reception, we administer the statutory Reception Baseline
Assessment (RBA).

Working with parents

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between
teachers, other practitioners and parents and/or carers.

Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development using the
Tapestry app, at Parents’ Evenings and in the End of Reception Report. These help to provide parents
and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities.

Each child must be assigned a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored
to meet their needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s
development at home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if
appropriate. In our school, the key person is the class teacher, who is supported by the classroom
support staff.

Safeguarding and welfare procedures

Our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our school’s safeguarding policy. We

promote good oral health, as well as good health in general, in the early years.

Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed and approved by the school’s Governing Body and reviewed every two
years or in line with amendments to the statutory framework. At every review, the policy will be shared
with the school’s Governing Body.
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Approved by Full Governing Body: 22nd March 2022

Review Date:  March 2024
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